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    Teaching awards celebrate teaching that has lasting, positive effects on students and deepens student learning. Nominate an instructor or colleague and honour their approach to teaching excellence.
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    Distinguished Teacher Awards


	Honours university instructors who have demonstrated excellence in teaching at the University of Waterloo.
	Open to all who teach students at Waterloo, the DTA is not limited to those holding faculty appointments.
	Four recipients are announced each year in March.

Amit & Meena Chakma Awards for Exceptional Teaching by a Student


	Open to all students who have a formal teaching role at the University of Waterloo.
	Recognizes four outstanding student instructors each year. 

Certificate in University Teaching Award


	Awarded annually to a graduate student who shows a strong commitment to their development as a university teacher and demonstrates the highest achievement on completion of the CUT program.

Centre for Extended Learning (CEL) Online Teaching Awards


	Recognizes teaching and course design excellence in fully online undergraduate- or graduate-level courses and programs.
	There are two awards: the Award for Excellence in Online Course Design and the Award for Excellence in Online Teaching.

Award of Excellence in Graduate Supervision


	Established by the Graduate Studies Office and the Graduate Student Association to recognize exemplary faculty members who have demonstrated excellence in graduate student supervision. 
	Normally, three faculty members will be recognized annually. The winners receive $1,000 (taxable) and are recognized at Spring Convocation.
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    Not all faculties at the University of Waterloo offer a teaching award. Please note that the list below may not be exhaustive. 


	Faculty of Health Teaching Award
	Arts Award for Excellence in Teaching
	Excellence in Science Teaching Award
	Faculty of Mathematics Awards for Distinction in Teaching
	Teaching Excellence in Engineering Award 

University of Waterloo instructors have also received Leadership in Faculty Teaching Awards (LIFT), but this program is no longer active. 

  




      


          


    
  




          

  
  
  



    

      
      




        

      
      



      



  
        
        
          
  
    External teaching awards 


Visit our External Awards page to learn more about each of the five major external teaching awards and to find out how we can help you submit a nomination. 


Prestigious external teaching awards honour excellence in teaching and leadership and raise the profile of excellence in teaching at Waterloo. External awards also offer recipients the unique opportunity to contribute to broad educational change through participation in cross-disciplinary educational conferences and forums. 


Support


Contact Maris Weiss for more information about the Distinguished Teacher Awards and the Amit and Meena Chakma Awards for Exceptional Teaching by a Student. For support for external teaching award nominations, contact Alisa Sivak. 

  




      


          


    
  




          

  
  
  



    

      
          
                  


  





  
    
    
    

              

  
        
        
          
  
    More resources


Writing Winning Nominations  Reflections on successful academic award nominations by Cathy Matthews and Andrea Buchholz (PDF)


Effective Letters for Teaching Award Nominations, A CTE Blog post by Trevor Holmes


Nomination Package Guidelines, Guidelines for Nomination (Faculty) Coordinators
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    Accessibility and Accommodations Statement


The University of Waterloo is committed to achieving barrier-free accessibility for persons with disabilities who are visiting, studying, or working at Waterloo. CTE’s online workshops are delivered through either Microsoft Teams or Zoom with the audio component available either as captioning or a transcript. CTE’s face-to-face workshops typically involve a mix of presentation and discussion-based activities, and we encourage a scent-free environment. We welcome accompanying assistants, interpreters, and note-takers. If you have questions concerning access, such as parking, building layouts, or obtaining workshop content in alternative formats, or wish to request accommodations for our programming, please let us know by emailing cte@uwaterloo.ca. Please note that some accommodations may require time to arrange.   

  




      


          


    
  





  





  
    
    
    

              

  
        
        
          
  
    The Centre for Teaching Excellence

East Campus 3, Second Floor

  




      


          


    
  
    
    
    

              

  
        
        
          
  
    Phone: 519 888 4567 x 43353

Email: cte@uwaterloo.ca
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        The University of Waterloo acknowledges that much of our work takes place on the traditional territory of the Neutral, Anishinaabeg and Haudenosaunee peoples. Our main campus is situated on the Haldimand Tract, the land granted to the Six Nations that includes six miles on each side of the Grand River. Our active work toward reconciliation takes place across our campuses through research, learning, teaching, and community building, and is co-ordinated within the Office of Indigenous Relations.
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